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Administrative Act ion  

CONSENT ORDER 

This matter was opened Sefore  t h e  New Je r sey  S t a t e  3oard  of  

Medical E x a r i n e r s  (the "Board") upon referral  frorn the Physicians' 

Assistant Advisory Committee on a n  application for licensure as a 

physician assisran: frorn respondent Gary Petner, P . A .  Respondent 

truthfully disclosed on h i s  appiication that, in May 1993, in t h e  

United States District C o u r t  f o r  the E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  o f  

Pennsylvaniz he had p l e d  guilty to and was t h e r e b y  c o n v i c t e d  on 

three drug related charges :  conspiracy t o  possess w i t h  i n t e n t  to 

distribute cocaine,  u n l a w f u l  u se  of a communication f a c i l i t y ,  a n d  

possession w i t h  int ,ent  t o  distribute cocaine. 

Respondent appeared before the Credentials Committee of the 

B G a r d  on F e b r u a r y  24, 2003, and then testified under oath 



c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  even t s  which occurred leading to h i s  a r r e s t  and 

c o n v i c t i o n .  Respondent admitted in his testimony before t h e  Board 

that, prior to his arrest and after he was r e l eased  from h i s  12 

month period of incarceration in 1994, he used i l l e g a l  drugs, 

including cocaine and methamphetamine. He further testified t h a t  

he had intermittent use  of cocaine u n t i l .  February  1999 wher, 

coincident with his acceptance into the Physician Assistant ?rogram 

at Beaver College (Arcadia University), he ceased using cocaine. 

Respondent t e s t i f i e d  that he had contact.  w i t h  a counselor at Beaver 

College who was a major  influence in h i s  recovery. He rece ived  

his P h y s i c i a n  Assistant degree in 2001. 

Respondent e n r o l l e d  in t h e  P h y s i c i a n s '  H e a l t h  Program of the 

Mecical S o c i e t y  of N e w  Jersey (the "PHP'') on October 31, 2002. 

Within the PHP p o s i t i o n  statement, ic i s  r,oted that r e s p o n d e n t  

completed 60 h o u r s  of 2 Drug Education Program and  Alcoholics 

Anonymous in 1994. It is f u r t h e r  noted that while r e s p o n d e n t  has 

been absolutely abstinent from a l l  psychoactive substances since 

Febrtlary 193.3, unfortunately t h e r e  w2.s  no  u r i n e  monitoring d u r i n g  

this period to document respondent's s o b r i e t y .  Sine respondent  

enrolled in t h e  PH3 he 5as had twice-weekly urine screens w i t h  

negative r e s u l t s  f o r  the preser,ce of psychoactlve substances. The 

PHP r e p r e s e n t e d  that respondent  is a suitable candidate for 

licensure in N e w  J e r s e y .  The Board has determined that 

respondent P e t e r  Petner, P.A.  h a s  rehabilitated himself and may 
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p r e s e n t l y  be licensed to p r a c t i c e  as  a physician assistant in New 

Jersey, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  his p r i o r  c o n v i c t i o n .  However, the Board 

concludes that as a c o n d i t i o n  of l i c e n s u r e ,  respondent will be 

required to participate in a monitoring program w i t h  the PHP. 

The Board being s a t i s f i e d  that t h e  public in te res t  is 

a d e q u a t e l y  protectec? by t h e  e n t r y  of t h e  within Order, aad  that 

good cause exists f o r  e n t r y  of the within Order, 

IT IS ON THIS 1 7 ~ ~  DAY OF APRIL, 2 0 0 3 ,  

ORDERED A N D  AGREED THAT: 

1. Gary P e t n e r ,  P . A .  shall maintain abso lu t e  abstinence 

from a l l  psychoac t ive  substances and a l c o h o l  unless 

prescribed by a t r e a t i n g  physician for a documented- 

medical condition and  in the u s u a l  course cf t h e  t r e a t i n g  

physLcianrs medical p r a c t i c e  with notification to the 

Medical Director of t h e  P h y s i c i a n s '  Health Program.  

2 .  Gary Petner, P . A .  shall submit to w e e k l y  ramdom 

urine monitoring u n d e r  the auspices of t h e  Physicians' 

F e a l t h  Prosram for t h e  first s i x  months of licensure in 

K e w  J e r s e y  with future s e d u c t i o n  commensurate w i t h  h i s  

state of recovery at the d i s c r e t i o r ,  of t h e  Medical 

Direc tor  of the PtIF with notice to the P e d i c a l  Director 

of the Board. 

3. Gary P e t n e r ,  ? . A .  s h a l l  become knowledgeable a b o u t  

any  2nd all foods or food a d d i t i v e s  or o t h e r  products 



which may confound t h e  validity of urine screening a n d  

s h a l l  refrain from ingesting or otherwise using or 

employing any such p roduc t .  

4. Gary Petner, ? . A .  shall comply with face- to- face  

visits w i t h  a representative of t h e  P h y s i c i a n s '  Health 

Program on a monthly basis f o r  the first year of 

licensure and :hen at t h e  discretion of the Medical 

Director of the PHP w i t h  notice to the Medical Director 

of t h e  Board at a f r e q u e n c y  consistent w i t h  his duration 

in recovery. 

5. Gary Petner, P . A .  s h a l l  be reSp095ible to e n s u e  

that the Physicians' H e a l t h  Program supplies q u a r t e r l y  

reports to the Board r ega rd ing  his progress. The first 

r e p o r t  shall be "Led within one  month of the execution 

of this Consent Order, An immediate ( w i t h i n  2 4  h o u r s  of 

awareness) r e p o r t  50th o r a l l y  and in writing, s h a l l  be 

made by the PEP to the 30drd of a n y  information t h a t  Gary 

Petner' P . A .  engaged in any violation of any  laws 

r ega rd ing  controlled dangerous s u b s t a n c e s  o r  any  positive 

u r 5 n e  screen or f a i l c r e  to appear f o r  the urine 

monitoring. F c r t h e r ,  Gary Petner, P A .  expressly waives 

s n y  claim to p r i v i l e g e  or confidentiality that he may 

have concerning the above oGtlined r e p o r t s  and d i s c l o s u r e  

by t h e  PHP to the Boarc'. 
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6. Gary Petner, P . A .  hereby consents to t h e  PHP 

reporting to t h e  Board any i n d i c a t i o n  of  a s l i p ,  r e l apse ,  

non-compliance w i t h  the recovery program or any  u s e  of 

psychoactive substances or alcohol unless prescr ibed  by 

a treating physician. T h e r e  is to be immediate 

n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  by name, to the Board's Executive Director 

a n d  Medical Director. In t h e '  event, upon the Board's 

r e c e i p t  of any information w h i c h  t h e  Board in its s o l e  

discretion deems reliable, that Gary Petner, P . A .  h a s  

materially f a i l e d  to comply with any  of the conditions 

s e t  forth above, or any r epor t  of a confirmed p c s i t i v e  

urine, or a prima E a c i e  showing of any abuse, possession 

CT distribution of psychoactive substances, alcohol or 

CDS, Gary Petner, P.A.  consen t s  to the entry of ari Order  

r e s u l t i n g  in the immediate automatic temporary suspension 

of license. Said suspension is t o  be memoralized in a 

public S t a t e  Board of Medic21 Examiners' Order. 

7 .  Gary Petner, P . A .  shall have t h e  rlght to apply for 

removal of the aLtornatic s u s p e n s i o n  on t w o  (2) d z y ' s  

n o t i c e  but  in s c ~ k  e v e n t  shall be limited to a showing 

t h a t  the u r i n e  t e s t e d  was n o t  his or was a fzlse 

positive. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

William V .  Harrer, M.D., B . L . D .  
President 

I have read and understand 
t h e  w i t h i n  Consent Order and  
agree to be bound by its terms. 
Consent is hereby given to the 
Board to enter  this Order. 

G a r y  Pet er, P . A .  P 

Dr. Louis E. Baxter, M . D .  ,F.A.S.A.M. 
E x e c u t i v e  Medical D i r e c t o r  
Physicians' Health Program 
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